Purification and characterization of neutrophil chemotactic factors of Streptococcus sanguis.
Two neutrophil chemotactic factors were isolated from the culture filtrates of Streptococcus sanguis ATCC 10556 and were chemically characterized as N-terminal blocked peptides of low molecular weight. One of the factors consisted of proline, valine, methionine, isoleucine and leucine and the other of methionine, isoleucine, leucine and phenylalanine. In both factors, methionine was detected as the sole N-terminal amino acid, but the amino group was blocked. The removal of N-terminal methionine yielded several N-terminal amino acids, suggesting that S. sanguis produced several N-terminal blocked methionyl peptides, all of which could be chemotactically active.